
OSLO, Norway, December 05, 2019 
LINK Medical, the Northern European clinical 

research organization (CRO), has announced that 

Dr Austin Smith, a leading oncology clinician with 

specialist expertise in early development and strat-

egy, joined the company as Vice President Clinical 

Development on December 1st. The recruitment 

strengthens LINK Medical’s ability to accelerate the 

development of novel immuno-oncology therapies 

that offer the potential to significantly improve 

patient outcomes.

The rise of personalized medicine 

and immuno-oncology has resulted 

in an extremely active landscape of 

oncology drug development, with over 

2,000 substances in active clinical 

trials globally. The development of 

these new therapies relies on broad 

multidisciplinary knowledge that 

includes expertise in immunology and 

inflammatory diseases, which Austin 

has gleaned from over 25 years of 

experience as a medical professional. 

In addition to this medical expertise, 

Austin has a deep understanding of the risks and 

obstacles associated with the progression of new 

oncology therapies to the market and will support 

LINK Medical’s customers with building a business 

case for new therapies.

“I am delighted to be joining the LINK Medical 

team,” said Austin Smith, Vice President Clinical 

Operations at LINK Medical. “I look forward to sup-

porting our customers with strategy and planning 

that can accelerate their product development.” 

Austin received his medical degree from the Royal 

College of Physicians in Ireland in 1993. He spent 

the following 14 years working within the health-

care system with extensive time training and work-

ing at the internationally renowned Hammersmith 

Hospital and The Royal Marsden Trust, rising to 

a position as Resident Oncologist at The London 

Clinic, one of the UK’s largest private hospitals. 

From there he transitioned into the CRO industry, 

and for the past decade he has held a position as 

Medical Director, Early and Experimental Oncology 

Clinical Development at Theradex Oncology. Austin 

has also undertaken specialist accreditation train-

ing as a Pharmaceutical Physician. Austin will be 

based at LINK Medical’s new UK office, situated in 

the heart of London.

“Austin’s oncology expertise is re-

nowned in the CRO industry, and his 

recruitment will have an immediate and 

positive impact on our customers,” said 

Ola Gudmundsen, CEO at LINK Medi-

cal. “By continually building upon our 

capabilities in the regulatory, business 

and medical aspects of clinical trials 

for novel oncology therapies, we can 

ensure the delivery of superior clinical 

outcomes.”

About LINK Medical 
LINK Medical is a full-service contract research 

organization (CRO) providing product develop-

ment services for the pharmaceutical and medical 

device industries across Northern Europe. We offer 

a well-integrated local presence in the Nordics and 

Germany. Reaching from early phase development 

to post-marketing, we have over 170 employees 

providing expert guidance across every aspect of 

a project – all from ONE source. Our promise is to 

improve and accelerate your product development 

through transformative methods, active communi-

cation and optimal solutions. As a strategic partner, 

we provide expert competence and technology 

to enable evidence-based decision-making that 

supports the delivery of superior clinical outcomes.
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